Survey of Staphylococcus aureus contamination in a hospital's spa and hydrotherapy pools.
Twenty-seven percent of water samples taken from one spa and two hydrotherapy pools in one Welsh hospital over three months contained Staphylococcus aureus. Four per cent of samples were deemed unacceptable because they contained coliforms, E. coli or Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Aerobic colony counts varied between samples but no counts were > 100 cfu/ml. Disinfection and pH records indicated no significant problems with pool maintenance over the sampling period, and bather loads were generally low. Some samples positive for S. aureus were found after lengthy periods of pool inactivity, indicating persistence of the organism.